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Aboriginal History Month kicks off

T
he sun was shining and the
hustle and bustle of down-
town Toronto was begin-
ning another spring work-
day, but something was dif-

ferent amiss Yonge and Dundas
Square. The Native Canadian Cen-
tre of Toronto was setting up for their
first ever National Aboriginal His-
tory Month kick-off.

Upon greeting the sunrise in the
early morning with ceremony at the
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto,
individuals began their journey to
Dundas square. People gathered as
soon as they heard the heartbeat of
the drum awaken and join with the
Mother Earth in celebration of life.
If you looked to the South East cor-
ner of the square on a huge Trinitron
screen above The Hard Rock Café,
there shone every minute or so the
NCCT’s logo and the promo for
National Aboriginal History month.
This proud symbol that showed

throughout the event marked the first
ever National Aboriginal commu-
nity’s month of celebrations.

We would like to extend a special
thank you to Titan Outdoor Adver-
tising Company for their donation to
this great marketing portal.

There were 26 vendors from the
community and businesses, from
massage tables, to hand crafted jew-
ellery, to soap stone carvings and
many more. Thank you to Miziwe
Biik Aboriginal Employment and
Training for their contributions to our

local artists.
The entertainment was non-stop

all day, from singers, to rappers, to
traditional dancers, throat singers
and more. Thank you to the Visiting
Schools Program educators for their
contribution of traditional singing

and dancing. We would like to
extend a special thank you to the chil-
dren and youth for their presentation
in the afternoon and evening.

Throughout the event I heard
many positive and uplifting com-
ments about the wonderful entertain-
ment, the turnout, and the great
weather that Mother Earth blessed
us with that day.

We were lucky enough to have
Mayor David Miller come out and
present a very positive speech in rec-
ognizing the Aboriginal community
as the First people.

Hats off to all the NCCT staff
and volunteers for working really
hard to pull together this event in
such a short time span, and of course
to Lyndon Blackbird, the President
of NCCT’s Board of Directors, for
implementing his vision for this day.
Also, a special thank you to Larry
Frost, the Executive Director, for
directing all of the NCCT staff
towards the coordination of this spe-
cial day. I felt very honoured to be a
part of this day in History as I'm sure
we all did.
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The Johnny’s perform in Dundas Square.
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